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...I WAS 
STARTLED 
BY 

SOMEONE 
PULLING 
MY HAND. 


THAT'S 

WHEN... 





.IS GOING 
TO DIE. 
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I WANT 

[ >OU TO HELPl 
ME WITH 
THAT. 
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ARE 

you 

GONNA 

DIE?/ 

ARE 

you 

GONNA 

DIE?/ 
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•A FOOD MADE FROM FERMENTED SOY BEANS, KNOWN FOR ITS STRONG ODOR 
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I DE¬ 
CIDED 
THAT 
TODAY 


...I AM 
GOING TO 
SCHOOL. 


from: Shoko Nishimiya 


sub: Hello 

Everyone said they are going to 
the school festival tomorrow. 
The first showing of Tomohiro’s 
movie starts at 11:30, so I’ll 
meet you at the front gate at 
10:00,okay? 




CHAPTER 56: GOING TO SCHOOL 






























































I'M 1 
HEADING 
OUT, 

k MOM/ ; 


GOOD 

LUCK/ 
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OH; 

SHOYA/ 

IS SHE 
YOUR GIRL¬ 
FRIEND? 






























































































Swishes; 





















































































bothered you that much 































































































I BET SHE 
CAN MAKE 
STUFF LIKE THAT 
BECAUSE SHE 
LOVES ri. 



n 

AND WAS IT 
NAOKA WHO 
DESIGNED_IT?-. 
—IT ISN'T HER_ 

- STYLE'AT c 

ALL, BUT ... 
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THAT 
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SOME 
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MEM 

NOT THAT 
ANYONE 
BELIEVED 
HIM 

.THOUGH. 


^ AFTER YOU^ 
FELL, THERE 
WERE BAD 
RUMORS GOING I 
AROUND ABOUT f 
./ BUT TOMOHIRO VOU DOING 
r TRIED TO CLEAR SOMETHING 
UP THE MIS- STUPID 
UNDERSTANDING ^AGAIN... 

AND TELL 
, EVERYONE THE , 

TRUTH. 
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NO, 

IT'S 

AMAZ¬ 

ING/ 



__lii r lllllllllll 1_ 
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\ / so now X 

v \ WE'RE ALL \ 

\ \ / PRETENDING ] 

\ \ TO BE L 

\ \ friends, r 

V" ' \ARE WE?/-- 

\\ J UGH, SO V 
v A FAKE. 
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THAT'S RIGHT/ 
AND SINCE WE'RE 
GETTING JUDGED BY 
THOSE IMPRESSIVE 
PEOPLE, IT MEANS WE 
ARE IMPRESSIVE 
AS WELL/ 


























































































AW? 

REALLY? 
BUT, YOU 
KNOW... 


AMATEURS LIKE 
YOU WITH SO LITTLE 
EXPERIENCE OFTEN 
GET TOO FULL OF 
THEMSELVES AND 
PRODUCE THIS 
OF DRIVEL. IT'S 
HONESTLY SO 
PRESUMPTUOUS 
OF YOU. 




101 




























































M5S8 


*** AND you 
WANTED TO 
CAMOUFLAGE 
THAT DESIRE 
WITH A DEEP 
STORY SO WE'D 

shower rr 

WfTH PRAISE! 


* you just Q 

WANTED TO [ 
> FILM A CUTE, 
PETITE, COSPLAY ‘ 
GIRL, DIDN'T 
YOU?! , 


SSmSmi I 


TELL ME 
THE TRUTH, 
TOMOHIRO! 


THIS IS 
EXACTLY THE 
KIND OF MOVIE 
I'D EXPECT 
OUT OF A 
TWISTED 

—! SICKO LIKE 
YOU! 
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HEy, WAS 
V\y COSTUME 
REALLy 
THAT BAD? 
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THE 

MOVIE 

WAS 

WELL- 

MADE/ 













































































































































































































































































f7 MAY I 
U TAKE YOUR 
m ORDER? 


MAYBE~ 
I'LL SO 
WITH THE 
KIDDY 
LUNCH, 
s. TOO. 


WHAT? 

WHY? 


nHEHEH> 
.HEHEHEH. 


SHE'S 1 
LAUSHING 
AGAIN/ 

































































































BUT IT'S 
GONNA 
BE SOOO 
LONELY 
WITHOUT 
YOU! 
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you 

CAN'T 
GO TO 







































TOKYO'S 

A 

SCARY 

PLACE! 
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SttOM &>■ 
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WHY IS IT 
THAT I CAN 
SUPPORT 
MIYOKO AND 
NAOKA GOING 
TO TOKYO, BUT 
NOT SHOKOP 


EVEN AS 
THE WORDS 
WERE 
LEAVING 
MY MOUTH, 
I REALIZED 
I DIDN'T 
MEAN THEM. 


"M: 



















































































































































guess~tnat alone isnt a very 

good reason to go, is it? 
There is Yuzuru to worry 
about as well. And I would be 
lonely leaving my family, not to 
mention you and the others. 

I can earn my license from 
anywhere, so I’ll work on 
that closer to home instead 
of in Tokyo.p( AA )q 


sub: Sorry about Yesterday 

I thought about it a lot since 
yesterday. 

The truth is, a part of me was 
fascinated by Tokyo, but I 
guess that alone isn’t a very 
good reason to go, is it? 
There is Yuzuru to worry 
about as well. And I would be 


l Uali cc ii ii my uvciioc 11 vsm 

anywhere, so I’ll work on 
that closer to home instead 
of in Tokyo. p( AA )q 
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r ...LIKE, > 
ARE THERE 
ANY WEIRDOS? 
OR, WOW, THAT 
LAST GUY WAS 
, SCARy... J 


WATCHING ^ 
My MOM 
TEND TO 
CUSTOMERS 
PUTS ME ON 
L EDGE... 




W / I'M THE > 
I / ONLy MAN 

Z' “S AROUND THE 
SO I'VE HOUSE... 
ALWAyS J 

WORRIED k .X 

ABOUT / 

V HER. / fjl M i_ 


/ I'VE > 
NEVER EVEN 
THOUGHT 
ABOUT 
LEAVING 
V HOME.,. > 
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m/ SO WE'VE ^ 
/Hf GOTTAFIND 
WHAT WE 
- ^ WANT TO 
DO FAST. , 


^ 1— 


RIGHT NOW/ 
WE'RE HIGH | 
SCHOOL 
STUDENTS y 


BUT 
ONCE WE 
GRADUATE, 
WE'LL BE 
.NOBODIES., 
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INDEED. 
IT IS 

THAT TIME; 
AFTER ALL. 
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GOING TO 
TOKYO. . 
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NO, 

UH, WHAT 
I MEAN IS, 
ER, I'M 
NOT JUST 
COPyiNG 

you, 

OKAy? 
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( LOOKIN' 
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^7 TO IT, 

V MASHI/ 



















































































































































OH, 

TOMO- 

HIRO? 
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AH... 


ON THE OTHER SIDE 
OF THAT DOOR... 




































































































































































































































































































































































































Translation Notes 

Japanese can be a difficult language for some readers, and translation 
is often more art than science. For your edification and reading 
pleasure, here are notes on some of the places where we could have 
gone in a different direction with our translation, or where a Japanese 
cultural reference is used. 


A Thousand Paper Cranes, p.87 

The senbazuru is made up of a thousand origami cranes held togeth¬ 
er by string. It is often given to the sick or injured as a get-well gift. 
This is because in Japanese, -zuru means crane. There is a saying that 
goes, "a crane lives a thousand years; a turtle ten-thousand." Thus, 
cranes are lucky symbols; the thousand cranes bring good fortune 
and healtli for a long life. 


Coming of Age Day, p.168 

The Japanese holiday, Seijin no Hi, or Coming of Age Day falls on the 
second Monday of January every year. It is a day to recognize a 
20-year-old as an adult and celebrate them. All those who have turned 
20 in die past year, or are about to, are invited to the ceremony. It is 
usually held locally, or broken up by prefectures. Attendees dress for¬ 
mally, and traditional Japanese attire is still common. This is also an 
opportunity for the young women to wear a special kimono called 
furisode. Shoko and the girls are wearing furisode (see p.179), which are 
distinguishable by their very long sleeves. 






d rather b 



Rune Balot was a lost girl with 
nothing to live for. A man 
named Shell took her in and 
cared for her...until he tried 
to murder her. Standing at 
the precipice of death, Rune 
is saved by Dr. Easter, a private 
investigator. He uses an 
experimental procedure known 
as "Mardock Scramble 09" on 
Rune, and it grants her extra¬ 
ordinary abilities. Now, Rune 
must decide whether or not to 
use her new powers to help Dr. 

Easter bring Shell to justice. But, does she even have the will 
to keep living a life that's been broken so badly? 
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